Newsletter

Dear Parents,
Welcome to our first half termly newsletter.

Whilst this half term has been the shortest so far, we have certainly managed to pack
lots of fun into our learning with several classes have educational visits and workshops to
enhance and consolidate their learning in the classroom.

The school celebrated Chinese New Year and also enjoyed a number of activities linked
to Children's Mental Health Week. Some classes worked with a local artist to develop
their drawing skills while others relaxed with sounds bowls or yoga.

Towards the end of January we launched the Jubilee Year with a special assembly finding
out how we can be 'Pilgrims of Hope.'

A new group of volunteers took over our PTA and kicked of their fundraising with a very
successful Music Bingo Night. I look forward to working with Mrs Pummell, Mrs Ludwig
and Mrs Rae-Shearing on their events. A big thank you also o Mrs Alvarez and her team
for providing the children with an evening of fun, watching a film with friends in their
PJs.

Our After School Club, which started in January and is bein? co-ordinated by Mrs Bell is
steadily growing in numbers. If you haven't tried it yet, please book your child in and
support this enterprise.

Wishing you all a restful half term holiday.
Mrs C. Peear - Head Teacher

W Catering News __

/ Winter Menu week 1 @o
[ — Please click here to view. »

SCHOOL DIARY

Please click here to view.

Please click on the links for more information

Independent Learning St Francis Parent Christ The King Parent
Dates Letters Letters
Parent Lunch Dates Sports Events News Listings
Class Trips/Workshops Sports Tournaments Ten Ten Parents
(MyEd forms) TBC Newsletter
After School Clubs St Francis PTA Community Events
Class Assembly Dates Academic Term Dates Wraparound Care
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https://christthekingfederation.uk/docs/ECC_School_Term_Dates_2024-2025.pdf
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Term-Dates/
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=" - WE ARE PILGRIMS OF HOPE

» | working together to build a better world
v " /—>/

Pope Francis has decided that 2025 will be a year
of Jubilee. In the Catholic Church, a Jubilee or Holy
Year is a special year of forgiveness and
reconciliation, in which people are invited to come
back into right relationship with God, with one an-
other, and with all of creation.

The theme is Pilgrims of Hope.

Pope Francis has invited Catholics to renew our hope and discover

ur call to love creation. a vision that can "restore access to the fruits of the earth to
har everyone". We are also invited to rediscover a spirituality of God's
FUCRR S creation in which we understand ourselves as "pilgrims on the
L BT earth" rather than masters of the world.
as pilgrims of hope.
Jesus, our light, In this Jubilee year, Pope Francis invites us all to be signs of hope in

our world and this holy year will be a significant and memorable
moment for children and young people. Reflecting on Jesus’
message of the good news of justice, freedom and love, there are
opportunities for the whole school community to experience the joy

of taking action as Pilgrims of Hope in building a better world.

Guide us on our journey

as pilgrims of hope.

Holy Spirit, our inspiration, ] |n

in this Jubi . you remind us of our 3 g Clean Up Maldon‘
Assembly

th and love.

ou in scripture, to see

global family.

Emma Wallace from Maldon
Council spoke to us all in
assembly about keeping the
Maldon environment clean!

Guide us on our journey

as pilgrims of hope.

Amen

WedneSdGY Wor'd click here for links to 'The Wednesday Word Gospel'

TTT TTT

Please continue to pray for all those in our school community in need of our prayers.
Click HERE for the Ten:Ten 'Prayers for Home' newsletter

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT



https://www.wednesdayword.org/school/index.htm
https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/

headeacher Awards

Congratulations to the following children

Reception Lyra Riva and Freya Riva

Year 1 Albie Shearing
Year 2 Lucas Berry
Year 3 Sophia Parnham
Year 4 Fraser Kirkaldy
Year 5 Lottie Russell
Year 6 Harrysson Rogers

ATTENDANCE

% Attendance

Class

Year 1 95.00
Year 2 93.67
A Year 6 92.50
.\ Year 3 92.07

Whole School

PUNCTUALXITY

The class with the best punctuality each
week will be awarded the 'Punctuality Pup'.

93.93

This week's winners are:
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Reader of the Week

is awarded to

Rocco Jewitt in Year 2

&
Teddy Taylor in Year 4

\ Pen Licences
Congratulations to:

Jacob Berry
Ollie Pilgrim
Freddie Bennett

who have gained their Pen Licences
this half term.




Reception

Reception Class have been
learning all about online safety this
half term; discussing as a class how

to stay safe online and learning
Buddy's Song!

Year 1

Despite the cold and drizzly weather
Year 1 enjoyed their recent trip
exploring our local area.

Year 2

Year 2 spent the day back in 1666
during their Great Fire of London
Workshop learning about how
Londoners lived at the time.

As part of their 'Ancient Egyptians’
topic Year 3 have investigated the
process of mummification by
practising their skills on tomatoes!

* Please CLICK on the photographs and open the hyperlinks to find out more! *



https://christthekingfederation.uk/Year-3/
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Year-2/
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Reception-14112024160423/
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Year-1/

2 This half term
Year 4 have been
learning all about
the Vikings in
History and
enjoyed a
Viking Day!

Year 5

Year 5 presented their class assembly where they enthusiastically shared their
knowledge of Ancient Greece and Space. The children also took part in an online BBC
live lesson all about spotting SCAMS!

Year 6

Our Year 6 students
recently participated
in an engaging and
informative Cyber
Safety Workshop
aimed at equipping
them with the
knowledge and skills to «
navigate the
digital world safely.

* Please CLICK on the photographs and open the hyperlinks to find out more! *



https://christthekingfederation.uk/Year-5/
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Year-5/
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Year-4/
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Year-4/
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Year-6/

Year of the Snake

Wednesday 29* _tanuacy

\_ Chinese Sweet 8- Sour Chicken Balls _J

Sweet S Sour Quorn

S99 Noodles, Beansprouts S Sweeteorn
£ Fried Dice

Chinese New Year

On Wednesday 29th January we
celebrated Chinese New Year, the Year
of the Snake. Lots of different
activities took place in classes around
the school.

We were also treated to a spectacular
Chinese feast courtesy of Mrs Stainer
and her wonderful ladies in the kitchen!

Year 3's Swimming Lessons

This half term it has been the turn of
Year 3 to make the weekly journey to the
Blackwater Leisure Centre for their
swimming lessons.

Find out about how the children got onl

* Please CLICK on the photographs and open the hyperlinks to find out more! *



https://christthekingfederation.uk/Sport/
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Year-5/
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Year-6/
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Reception-14112024160423/
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Year-5/
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Year-1/

To start the week we had a visit from NED.

NED's Resiliency Ride, is a character education
program that centres around three important
messages that have lifelong relevance: Never give
up, Encourage others and Do your best. During the
assembly, the children learnt about the importance
of these three life skills while also enjoying
storytelling, magic, humour and yo-yo tricks.

For further information www.theNEDshow.com/ned program.html
Thank you for helping us fo pay it forward with all of your Yo-Yo purchases.

Year 4: Artwork

. —— — Wagys to Help Others
Can you think of any other ways to help others? Write them in the speech bubbles and try and do o

ne each day.

Shar;
You I
BT

Soundbath Workshops:
Year 3

* Please CLICK on the photographs and open the hyperlinks to find out more! *



http://www.thenedshow.com/ned_program.html
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Year-5/
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Year-3/
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Reception-14112024160423/
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Year-2/
https://christthekingfederation.uk/Year-4/

Af‘rer' School Club

“~ The children who have joined us after
school have really enjoyed spending time
with new friends, playing outside now that
the evenings are getting slightly longer,
taking part in activities and for some,
working with peers to tackle homework so
W that their evenings are free once they

. get home.

A reminder that there are two options
for After School Club:

" £4.50 up until 4:30pm
£10.00 up until 6pm

Please book in advance and look out for
special themed activities after half term.

Mrs C. Bell—After School Club co-ordinator

PJs and Film Night

The whole school community en{1 yed a film and PJs night on Friday 24th January.
KS2 pupils chilled together in the hall with sweets and popcorn to enjoy Inside Out 2
while KS1 children were cosy in their classrooms watching Flushed Away.

A BIG thank you to the team, led by Mrs Alvarez, who organised the event and
raised just over £600.

easyfundraising

Please support our school by clicking HERE to sign up and shop.



https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stfrancismaldon/?searchSessionId=dd0a5158-75ab-416a-8883-cc6421bf5872
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stfrancismaldon/?searchSessionId=dd0a5158-75ab-416a-8883-cc6421bf5872
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Back to school
Colchester United Assembly

9:10 am Year 4 Class Assembly
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Ash Wednesday Service Year 2-6
PTA Meeting 7:45pm at Maldon Rugby
Club, Drapers Farm

World Book Day—dress up day!

Year 3 Trip to Hyde Hall

KS2 Independent Learning 9 - 9:20 am
Year 3 Class Assembly 9:10 am

Year 6 Parents Evening 4-7pm

Year 6 Parents Evening 4-6:30pm

Rock Steady Showcase 2:30 - 3:30 pm
Parent Evenings in Hall, Rec - Yr5

Parent Forum 9 - 10 am
KS1 Independent Learning 9 - 9:20 am
Parent Meetings in Hall, Rec - Yr5

Year 5 Passion - dress rehearsal
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Year 6 - Hilltop Residential

Year 5 Passion Performance to
Parents 2 pm

WORLD

BOOK
DAY

World Book Day

Friday 7" March 2025

This year we will be celebrating World
Book Day on Friday 7™ March.

The children are invited to dress up as
their favourite book character.
Alternatively, they can just bring in a
favourite book from home to show/share.
We look forward to seeing the children's
costumes!

Mrs Scudiero, English Subject Leader

Parents Evenings

Information about how to book an
appointment to see your child's class
teacher will be sent home after half term.
For now, please SAVE THE DATE:

For children in Reception - Year 5 meet-
ings will be held on
Wednesday 26th March between 4-7pm &
Thursday 27th March between 4-6:30pm

Year 6 parent meetings will be held on
Wednesday 19th* March between 4-7pm &

Thursday 20th March between 4-6:30pm
*KS2 Cross Country Tournament 4-5pm

Please see the following links to our Facebook and Instagram accounts:

St. Francis Facebook St. Francis Instagram

©)



https://www.facebook.com/StFrancisMaldon/
https://www.instagram.com/stfrancismaldon/?igsh=OHZodWg1MDJwY3F3&utm_source=qr

St Francis PTA Newsletter UPDATE
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e Music Bingo Night - FUNDS RAISED %, S £

> (# We raised an astonishing £952.80; from il
tlcket sales, donations, and from the raffle

< AMOUNT _ on the night! Thank you to all those that

\ helped to achieve this amazing amount.

- RAISED °

_~This brings us that much closer to the

£ 9 5 2 8 Oéfunds needed for Chromebooks, with a
P grand total so far of £1,055.58, see our 50%
!\,\v < ‘o= tracking thermometer >>>

REMINDER - Spring Term Committee Meeting
5th March 2025

The first committee meeting has been arranged for Wednesday
5th March at 7:45pm at Drapers Farm Sports Club. We welcome
any interested parents, carers or members of staff to join us to
discuss future plans for the PTA.

100%

75%

Summer Uniform Donations

After the half term break we will be asking for any unwanted summer
uniform for our pre-loved shop in preparation for the spring term,

ol when the uniform changes. So if you are having a sort out please hold
on to any unwanted summer uniform, as further details will come out
soon on how you will be able to donate.

EasyFundraiging Link

Sign up to easyfundraising and see your favourite brands donate to the cause you
care about whenever you shop with them. In the last two and half years we have
gained over £200, just because people are shopping, it’s a no brainer!

St Francis RC Primary School PTA - Maldon Fundraising | Easyfundraising

Donations

If you would like to donate directly to St Francis PTA then please use
this link Please pay [ ] to St Francis Parents Association or scan the
QR code and it will take you straight to our SumUp donation page,
adding towards our Chromebook fundraising pot.

Have a great half term break from the PTA xxx



